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VISION 
In “My Utmost For His Highest”, Oswald Chambers 
shares this valuable insight about life: 

“God gives us a vision, and then He takes us down 
to the valley to batter us into the shape of that vi-
sion.  It is in the valley that so many of us give up 
and faint.  Every God-given vision will become real 
if we will only have patience.  Just think of the 
enormous amount of free time God has.  He is nev-
er in a hurry.” 

One of the things I love about 4th of July week is the 
historical specials that run on TV.  I have become 
quite a history junky.  I could sit for hours and watch 
the stories of where we came from and how we got 
here.  It was so much more than just gusto for glory 
and the quest for adventure.  Our ancestors faced 
so many dangers, disappointments, and crushing 
defeats before they saw their visions realized.  And 
in many cases they never saw the realization of 
their vision at all.  It would be for future generations 
to step into the final result of what their parents and 
grandparents could only begin and leave to them as 
an unfinished legacy.   

Our discipleship as Christians is constantly teaching 
us the same lesson.  In 1 Corinthians 3, St. Paul 
talks about laboring in the ministry of the Gospel 
and leaving it in the hands of a fellow worker named 
Apollos.  He says, “My job was to plant the seed in 
your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God, 
not we, who made it grow.  The ones who do the 
planting or watering aren’t important, but God is im-
portant because He is the one who makes the seed 
grow.” 

Who planted the seed of God’s Word in your life?  
Who has watered it?  How has God made it grow?  
What tools has God used to “batter you into the 
shape of His vision?”  And where has God allowed 
you to plant a seed of His truth in someone else’s 
heart, or to water a seed planted by someone else?   

 

 

 

 

In spite of all the bad news that occupies our media 
these days, I am constantly brought back to 
thanksgiving for having the great privilege to live 
such a blessed life in a free land, a prosperous land, 
with a loving church family and a gracious God who 
has all the time in the world to see His vision worked 
out for us.   

Fr. Bill 
 
 

 
 

The mission of St. George's Church is to know 
Christ as our Lord and Savior, and through 
the power of the Holy Spirit, to love Him, 

serve Him, and witness His love to the world. 

 

Contact Us: 

St. George’s Anglican Church 
 

Telephone: 732-521-0169 
Fax:   732-521-0893 
Mail:  56 Main Street Helmetta NJ 08828 
E-mail:   StGeorgeChurch @verizon.net 
Visit us on the Web at: StGeorgesHelmetta.org 
 
Rector:   The Rev. William R. Guerard 
Administrator: Kristen Tabert 
Editor:   Kathryn Hackett-Fields  
 

St. George’s Vestry: 
 

Wardens:  
2010: Barbara Raczynski – Senior Warden 
2011: Steve Bauman– Junior Warden  
 

Vestry:   
2010: Bob Seyfried, Bob Richards 
2011: Jim Charlton, George Bilyeu, Douglas Wilson  
2012: Bruce Eckman, Doug Miles., Chris Palmer 
 

Treasurer:  Jan Kwiatkowski 
Vestry Clerk:  Bev Bauman  

St. George’s Spearhead: to parish, neighbor, and world 
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Parish Prayer Cycle 
Pray each day for revival in the parish, the community, the 

nation, the world. 
 

Monday:  Parish Staff, (Rector, Parish Administrator, 
Choir Director, Sexton), Vestry, Treasurer 
Parish Directory: Albergo-Briggs 
 

Tuesday:  The Sunday School, Youth Ministry, Youth 
Directors, Teachers, Helpers, Nursery and Parents. 
Parish Directory: Capobianco-Gomez  
 

Wednesday:  Outreach, Evangelism, Alpha, Hospitality 
Activities, Newcomers Committee, Communications. 
Parish Directory:  Gray-Lackey 
 

Thursday:  Pastoral Care, Prayer Chain, Order of St. 
Luke, Interfaith Network of Care, Alcoholism Counseling, 
AA Group, Al-Anon Group, South County Day Care and 
Prison Ministry. 
Parish Directory:  Lashomb-Ogden 
 

Friday: Stewardship, Finance, Property, Scholarship 
Committee, Publicity, use and care of earth’s resources. 
Parish Directory:  Palmer-Simonelli 

 

Saturday:  Worship leaders, Choir, Praise Band, Musi-
cians, Lectors, Chalice Bearers, Lay Eucharistic Minis-
ters, Servers, Altar Guild, Ushers, and Greeters. 
Parish Directory:  Smith-Wilson 
 

Sunday:  Come and Worship! 

 
FAMILY MOVIE AND ICE CREAM NIGHT! 

 

An evening for everyone!  Come join us on Saturday, 
August 7

th
 for family movie and ice cream night.  Be-

ginning at 7:00 PM we’ll be showing the film, Second-
hand Lions.   
 

Secondhand Lions follows the comedic adventures of 
an introverted boy left on the doorstep of a pair of re-
luctant, eccentric great-uncles, whose exotic remem-
brances stir the boy's spirit and re-ignite the men's 
lives. 
 

A boy named Walter is dropped by his mother Mae at 
his great-uncles' house.  Later, Walter will find out his 
great-uncles' big secret.  And rumors say that Hub & 
Garth, Walter's great uncles, have stolen much gold & 
money. (some say they stole it from Al Capone)  Did 
they really steal that money or not?   
 

Though reluctant to put up with him at first, Hub and 
Garth grow to accept Walter, and even tell him fantas-
tic stories of what they were up to while they went 
missing. When his mother returns, Walter must take 
charge of his own life, and decide what he's going to 
do with it.  
 

Following the movie, we’ll have fun making our own 
ice cream sundaes! 

Ladies Night Out 
 

Jan Kwiatkowski 
 

What a lovely t ime we had at our June Ladies 
Night Out!  The array  of food from appet izers,  
salads,  entrees,  to desserts was especial ly  del i -
cious.  Not a bite was wasted, as we f i l led 30 
pastoral meal containers and placed them in 
the freezer for others to enjoy.  Mary Kipp 
shared her test imony witnessing to the pre s-
ence and power of Christ  in her l i fe.   Three 
wonderful men “manned” the kitchen and 
washed al l  of our dirty dishes.  G od bless you!  
 
By an overwhelming majority vote, our Se p-
tember 10th Ladies Night Out will be a “chick 
flick.”  We’ll gather at 6:30 PM for some snacks 
and fel lowship and the movie (yet to be dete r-
mined) will begin at 7:00 PM.  We’ll close the 
evening with dessert  and coffee.  Watch the 
Sunday bul letin for more information.  
 

 
 

Dear Cindy and al l the ladies who send out 
the weekly bullet ins,  
 

I  want to thank you so very much for send-
ing the bullet in and al l the nice notes and 
letters.  I  look forward to rece iving these 
notes and letters.  They make my day.  I  do 
so appreciate al l your good works and 
please keep up the good work.  
 

Love, Pat Conroy 

 
Thank you to al l of  our volunteers who wr ite 
to the Homebound of  our parish each week:  
 

Kathryn Hackett -Fields 
Connie Haley 
Joan Higgins 

Eleanor Levine 
Ellen Merkel  
Cindy Weiler  
Bettie Linke 

 

I f  you would l ike to join this rewarding min-
istry, please contact the parish of f ice.  
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God is Good (all the time)! 
Jan Kwiatkowski 

 

About 30 years ago, I made the decision to tithe.  I 
can still see myself sitting at my desk, paying my bills.  
I looked at my paycheck, both net and gross, and 
said, “really???”  And God said, “Really.”  So with a 
deep breath, I moved the decimal point to the left, cal-
culated the tithe, and wrote my check.  Since then I 
have never looked back. 
 

Were there “things” through the years that I wanted?  
Absolutely.  Were there things through the years that I 
needed and did not have?  Never. 
 

We lived “within our means.”  We had a home we 
could afford.  At the time we bought our house, the 
rule of thumb was to not buy a home that cost more 
than 3 times your annual salary.  We abided by that.  
We didn’t take glorious vacations.  Those were the 
“treats” not the “rights of passage.”  We didn’t have 
outstanding credit card bills and we didn’t have car 
loans.  God was, and is, good (all the time). 
 

When I retired two years ago, I continued to tithe.  Un-
fortunately for St. George’s my tithe is significantly re-
duced, as my pension is 10% of my previous salary!  
As many of you did, I completed my Faith Builder card 
last year.  But when January rolled around and recog-
nizing we have a deficit budget of $59,000, I thought, 
let me just “round up” my tithe to the next $100.  I will 
not miss an extra $35 per month.  And I have not 
missed it. 
 

God is good (all the time).  Recently I went shopping 
for a “special occasion dress.”  I really did not want to 
purchase a dress, as I’m trying to eliminate clothes not 
add to them, but I truly did not have anything that 
would “work” for the upcoming event.  I looked in one 
of the anchor stores in Freehold Mall and was drawn 
to the clearance rack.  There hung a beautiful dress 
for $149 – marked down from who knows what crazy 
price.  There was also a sign indicating 25% off the 
marked down price.  I thought that made the dress 
very reasonable.  When I brought the dress to the 
sales clerk I didn’t realize it was missing the bar code 
label.  The clerk found another dress, same style, on 
the clearance rack and used its bar code.  The clerk 
noticed my very old store credit card and recommend I 
reopen my account and in doing so, receive an addi-
tional 15% off.  Sounds good to me.  End of long story 
– the already reduced $149 dress cost me $63!  God 
is good (all the time). 
 

Later that same weekend, John and I were looking at 
beach wind breaks.  We love the beach but are not 

enamored of the breeze that kicks up in the afternoon.  
We had recently seen a wind break for sale but were 
taken aback at the price.  It looked simple enough, so I 
decided I could make one.  Mind you the last thing I 
made was a Christening outfit for my Godson who is 
now 18.5!!  Fabric stores are not as plentiful as they 
once were.  I found a fabric factory outlet in Rahway 
and a fabric store in Iselin.  Off to Rahway we went.  
Here we found 5’ long bolts of material for $6 per yard.  
Thinking about the design of the wind beak, I wasn’t 
sure if the 5’ wide material would work.  To Iselin we 
went (thank you, God, for the invention of the GPS) 
which was just a few blocks away.  The material there 
was $11 per yard and less than 4’ in width.  Yes, we 
went back to Rahway and purchased the material.  Re-
member I said God is good?  The material was not $6 
per yard – it was 40% off that price!!!!! 
 

Last story – the faucets in Ericson Hall’s restrooms 
have “seen better days” and the little hands of the Day 
Care children cannot adequately grip the round knobs 
to completely shut off the water.  Lillian, the Day Care 
Director, said she would purchase new faucets if we 
could install them.  The other day Lillian indicated she 
had not been able to find faucets for less than $150 a 
piece.  We picked up the challenge.  In the second 
place we looked, a friendly clerk suggested we look at 
the clearance section.  He found 4 faucets, originally 
priced at $149 selling for $36.05!!  Is God good or 
what?? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to 

Kevin Weiler 
who has received his 

Master's degree  

in 

Mechanical     

Engineering 
from Drexel University 
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Upcoming Activities  
 

JULY  
10  Annual Baseball Game and Picnic   
11  Private Party [EH] 1 pm  
19  Vestry Meeting 7:30 pm 
22-24 CANA Council in Herndon, Va. 

 

A UGUST  
7  Wedding 
7  Family Movie Night 7 PM [EH] 
12  Vestry Reports due 
23  Vestry Meeting 7:30 pm [note date] 
21  Private Party [EH] 8 am 
25  Spearhead deadline  
28  Blood Drive [EH] 

 

SEPTEMBER  
1  Spearhead mailing  
9  Vestry Reports due 
10  Ladies’ Night Out – Chick Flick [EH] 6:30 pm 
12  Parish Meeting  
12  Grandparents’ Day  
19  Women’s Retreat Planning [EH] 12:30 pm 
20  Vestry Meeting 7:30 pm 
26  Parish Picnic 

W EEKLY EVENTS  
Sundays:  
Holy Eucharist 8:00 & 10:00 am  
Coffee Hour following both morning services 
Youth Ministry 6:30-9 pm 
 
Monday ïThursday: Morning Prayer at 10:00 am 
 
Tuesdays:   
Discipleship Group 1 pm  
OSL Study Group 7:00 pm 
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) 8:00 pm 
 
Wednesdays:  
Men’s Discipleship Group 7:30 am {Paneras] 
Women’s Bible Study 10 am  [to resume in September] 
Discipleship Group [Smith] 7:30 pm 
 
Thursdays:  
Serenity Seekers (Al-Anon) 1:00 pm 
AA Step Meeting 7:00 pm 
Choir Practice 7:00 pm [to resume in September] 
Praise Band Practice 8:00 pm 

 
PLEASE CHECK OUR W EB SITE FOR OTHER IMPO R-

TANT DATES AND EVENT S AT ST .  GEORGE ’S AN-

GLICAN CHURCH .  
WWW .STGEORGESHELMETTA .ORG .   

L_\ ?dg\¸f¸¹i F\m <`´c\ 
By Deacon Greg Ventura 

  
Hopefully you know the story of ñThe Emperor's New 

Clothes.ò   If not, here is a short synopsis. There was an em-

peror who really loved clothing more than anything else. Two 

swindlers convinced him that they could make him the finest 

clothing in the world and it would have the added effect of 

being invisible to anyone who is unfit for their job. No one 

wants to admit that they are unfit for their job, so the swindler 

makes a lot of money. The Emperor ends up parading around 

in the nude and never says anything even though he cannot 

see the clothing himself. 

  

This story was written over a hundred years ago by Hans 

Christian Andersen. Yet it still is applicable today. It was 

written for children, but adults can learn a thing or two from 

this story. It is easy to listen to fools sometimes, especially if 

they are particularly convincing. 

  

We have similar situations today with the Bible. People will 

say all kinds of things about the Bible. What version 

you should be reading. How you should interpret the Bible. In 

some cases people are still being told that they should not 

even read the Bible themselves, they should leave it to the 

priests, who understand it much better. Nothing could be 

farther from the truth. If more people read the Bible, there 

would be more intelligent discussion of its contents, which 

will lead to a greater understanding of God's word. 

  

Many Christians are marching down the wrong path. They 

could learn a lot from the following: 
 

2 Timothy 4:3 (NIV) 

"For the time will come when men will not put up with sound 
doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather 

around them a great number of teachers to say what their 

itching ears want to hear." 

  

The search for God's truth does not mean that it will be some-

thing that is always pleasing to our ears. Our will needs to 

serve God, not the other way around. I fear that the Divine 

nature of God's word is lost to some and they think that they 

are allowed to pick and choose what they want to believe. 

How do we deal this? Do you believe that the Bible has an 

opinion on this matter? 

  

1 Thessalonians 5:21 (NIV) 
"Test everything. Hold on to the good." 

 

 Many people downplay the importance of the book of Levi-
ticus because it calls for stoning people to death. However we 

know that Jesus said in Matthew 5:18 (NIV): "I tell you the 

truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, 

not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear 

http://www.stgeorgeshelmetta.org/
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from the Law until everything is accomplished." So with 

that statement he indicated that Leviticus is still in there. 

However, when it comes to the punishment, he says in John 

8:7(NIV): "...If any one of you is without sin, let him be the 

first to throw a stone at her." He tells the adulteress that he 

does not condemn her and that she should leave her life of 

sin. So WE are condemned, but WE are convicted of our 

sins. 

  

Have you heard of the Bible Code? It is a modern day ex-

ample of the Emperor's clothes. The idea behind it is that 

the Jewish Old Testament is always printed in a grid. There 

might be 50 columns and 100 rows. This is just a guess and 

is only provided to help give you a mental picture. So we 

have a large grid of Hebrew characters. Normally they read 

right to left as opposed to left to right. Now someone had 

the bright idea that you could treat each page like a word 

search game. Since it is a grid, it is easy to find words going 

up, down, diagonally and even from left to right. So people 

are making all kinds of predictions because they believe 

they have found pages that predict things like World War II, 

the assassination of JFK and 9/11. So with that in mind they 

have searched the Old Testament Bible looking for any pre-

dictions that are referring to our future. I know this sounds 

crazy, but there are people who are serious about this.  

  

However, they seem to neglect certain problems. One thing 

they do not address is that Hebrew does not have separate 

letters for vowels. This means that often you do not know 

the true meaning of the word unless it is in context. For ex-

ample, if I gave you in English, "bg" you might guess bag, 

beg, big, bog or bug. If I gave you, "I squashed the bg, be-

fore it bit me", now you know I meant bug. There is no con-

text to use though if you do word search in any direction 

other than the one that the Bible was meant to be read in. 

  

In addition, they have decided to use computers to do more 

efficient searching. This also allows them to change the size 

of the page. Imagine taking a document in a word processor 

and adjusting the margins. The number of pages changes 

and the way the letters are in the document changes because 

of word wrapping. The same can be done with the Hebrew. 

The number of possible ways to rearrange the number of 

columns and rows if not infinite, then it is quite large. 

  

There is a song; I am reminded of called ñCross the Lineò 

by Superchick. In the song they say, "Go with the crowd 

surely somebody knows why we're all wearing the empe-

ror's clothes." (c) 2008 Superchick 

  

Reading the Bible is good, but reading too much into it can 

be bad. We are currently in the process of going through the 

book of Revelation. This book can be hard to understand 

and many people will use it in an attempt to predict how the 

end of days will be. The important thing to remember is that 

God has a plan of redemption for us. Jesus paid the price so 

that we can live with him in heaven. There is nothing hid-

den in the Bible, so there is no need to go looking for hidden 

meanings. It is good to understand the Bible in the light of 

when it was written and therefore in the proper context. Dig-

ging around for Bible codes though is just asking to wear the 

emperor's clothes. 
 

   

 

St. Georgeõs 

Archives  

 
 

July 15, 1895:  The first meeting of the Vestry  
held in the Memorial church, was called to order in 
the Guild Room.....The Rector mentioned that he had 
moved into the new rectory and invited the vestry 
and their wives to visit them.   The Rector reported 
Sunday School and Church attendance good for this 
season.  Balance on hand July 1, 1895:   $1,029.80. 

 July 16, 1900:  There being a vacancy in the Commit-
tee on Grounds, the chairman appointed Mr. Johnson 
Richards to fill the vacant place, and Mr. Oscar Eric-
son as chairman of that committee.   Balance on hand 
July 1, 1900:  $411.46 

 

Serving the 

community 

for 115 years!  

 
 
 

 

2011 Womenõs Retreat  
Planning Session 

 

The 2011 Women’s retreat in Ocean Grove is 
scheduled for April 8-10.  The theme is tentatively 
“The Way of the Cross” and we’ll be studying Mary, 
Christ’s mother, and Mary Magdalene.   
 

With the 2011 retreat occurring during Lent, the 
“tone” of the retreat will be more reflective and in-
trospective.  If you would like to be part of the plan-
ning process, please plan to attend a luncheon on 
Sunday, September 19

th
, in Ericson Hall, beginning 

at 12:30 PM. 
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Evening Prayer 
Submitted by Ellen Merkel 

 
Someone has said that if Christians really unders-
tood the full extent of the power we have available 

through prayer, we might be speechless. 

Did you know that during WWII there was an adviser 
to Churchill who organized a group of people who 
dropped what they were doing every day at a pre-
scribed hour  for one minute to collectively pray for 
the  safety of England, its people and peace?  
 
There is now a group of people organizing the same 
thing here in America. If you would like to participate: 
Every evening at 9:00 PM Eastern Time (8:00 PM 
Central) (7:00 PM Mountain) (6:00 PM Pacific), stop 
whatever you are doing and spend    
one minute praying for the 
safety of the United States, 
our troops, our citizens, 
and for a return to a Godly 
nation. Please share this 
with your friends.  Our 
prayers are the most po-
werful asset we have.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love Letters 
by Kit Rockwell 

 

Intention  
 

Dear Lord, 
 
One of the loveliest flowers I ever re-
ceived was a crushed, slimy dande-
lion, because it was a gift of love. 
 

It happened this way.  Long ago, as I watched 
from my kitchen window, I saw my two and a half year 
old son spy his first dandelion.  It was shining, yellow 
and snuggled in the grass.  He plucked it and headed 
for the back porch stairs. 
 

The steps were up to his little knees; his hand had to 
reach way up to the banister as he struggled up the 
stairs on his sturdy little legs. 
 

With his face full of joy, he presented me with his lovely 
flower.  Alas, he had clutched it tightly as he had la-
bored up the stairs.  When he opened his hand there 
was the crushed flower and a sickening, green, slimy 
stem.  His face fell.  He had meant to bring me some-
thing beautiful.  I assured him that to me it was beautiful 
because I knew his intention. 
 

I am sure that is how our heavenly Father looks at 
things, and judges us by our intentions.  Often when we 
try to do something for Him, it fails miserably.  I feel 
sure, like my dandelion, He sees the intention and ac-
cepts it as a valued gift. 
 

~ Kit 
 

 

August 28  ̧Blood Drive  
 

September 12  ̧Parish Meeting  
 

September 26  ̧Parish  Picnic  
 

October 10  ̧The Blessing of 

the Animals  
 

October 22 - 23  ̧Healing     

Mi ssion with the Sheffield s 

 

 

Congratulations to this 

year’s recipient of the 

Clara Ericson Scho-

larship: 
 

Scott Bennet 
 

Scott was also awarded a 

matching scholarship from 

Houghton College  

where he will be attending 

this fall.  
 

Congratulations, Scott! 
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= R]jq yL]jkgfYd @Yqz 
By Kathryn Hackett-Fields 

 

On May 21st, I took a personal day off from my job 
in order to go to school – Newark Christian School 
(NCS) that is, where I support a student. This an-
nual Sponsor Luncheon gives us prime seats at the 
students’ dress rehearsal of the program they’ll put 
on for parents and family that evening, then lunch 
with “our” student(s).  Usually the program is com-
posed of songs, but this year was different.  
 

A short “musical,” written years ago for one of the 
missionary teachers, had been put away for just the 
right time and the right group of children. She felt 
that this was “the year” and I couldn’t agree more. 
 

Picture a group of students bound for a mission trip, 
waiting in the airport when they learn that the flight’s 
takeoff will be delayed. Disappointed, some begin 
talking and the talk soon leads to practice of the 
questions they are to ask at their destination.  
Those familiar, evangelistic questions, like: “If you 
were to die tonight, would you be sure you’d go to 
Heaven?” and “How can you be sure?” 
 

Even though the plot may be familiar ground to 
longtime Christians, it becomes clear that a lot of 
today’s teenagers still depend on their “good deeds” 
or a fuzzy notion of God’s love of all people.  Songs 
and various side-scenes help to fill out the story as 
attitudes and beliefs begin to change.  Turns out, by 
the time the flight is ready to leave, much excellent 
“mission field work” has been done right in the air-
port! 
 

NCS is a charter school with a strong Christian staff 
– as part of the World Impact team; they depend on 
other Christians to help them carry on their mission.  
You can help in many ways, but a new one has just 
emerged – a thrift store!  Here’s the place to donate 
all of those clothes and household/yard items or 
toys & books that you’ve accumulated.   
 

Part of our Sponsor visit included a tour of the 
grand opening of this former garage. A beautiful job 
was done to convert it into this bright, clean, space 
that’s been wonderfully organized and easy to shop.  
I found a 1-cup tea pot for 25 cents!  The staff is 
another source of Christian love for the neighbor-
hood, warmly welcoming all browsers.  If there is 
enough interest in the parish, perhaps we can have 
a gathering of items to donate once or twice a year.  
Call Trinkets to Treasures thrift store for more in-
formation: 973-230-1473. 

The Epistle of James  

The following is excerpted from an article which first ap-

peared in the Spearhead in February 1976.  The author was 

Jane Marvel.  She was writing about the first 2 chapters of 
their study of the Epistle of James. 

 

One of the Adult Classes that meets after 10 A.M. Sun-
day Eucharist has been studying the Epistle of James.  
It is a short book, only 5 chapters, but you know the 
adage about small packages!   
 

The human author of this Epistle was most likely James 
the half-brother of Jesus.  He was an unbeliever during 
Jesus’ lifetime here on earth, but converted at the time 
of Jesus’ resurrection and devoted the rest of his life to 
Christ serving his fellow-men teaching and preaching.  
He established the Church in Jerusalem and, as we 
learned in the Acts of the Apostles, heard the argu-
ments and then ruled that to become a Christian it is not 
necessary to first be a Jew. 
 

This Epistle was definitely written to Christians as a 
guide to daily living.  Definitely, because without Christ, 
the commandments emphasized would be impossible to 
live.  Daily, because unless each day is recommitted to 
Christ, we tend to get “watered-down” living. 
 

It is a guide for vital Christianity, the good life, not an 
intellectual dissertation or ethereal by and by but a 
down-to-earth approach applicable to today.  We are 
told, not asked to or given the suggestion that it might 
be nice if, but told to be doers of the Word, not only 
hearers.  We are commanded to love our neighbors, the 
poor, the unsuccessful, the unattractive, the less desir-
able, our fallen brother.  And as committed Christians, 
we come to realize we have no choice.  In becoming 
Christians we made the choice and now Jesus’ way 
was the only way.  But God does not command us to do 
anything alone.  He gives us the resources, whatever 
they may be, to do His will.  If we lack in anything we 
are only to ask in faith and it will be provided. 
 

All of this in less than two 
chapters! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

WE WOULD LOVE TO HEAR  FROM YOU! 

Do you have a story or testimony to share with 

our readers? Please send it along for inclusion in 

our next issue of the Spearhead.   

If you would like a hard copy of the Spearhead 

and are currently not receiving it, please contact 

the parish office.  If you prefer to ñgo greenò 

and receive it electronically, please let us know. 

stgeorgechurch@verizon.net or 732.521.0169 

mailto:stgeorgechurch@verizon.net
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Control  
By Peter Cirrotti 

 

Two o'clock in the morning and I am gasping for breath, 
hyper-ventilating and realizing that I can't even use my 
inhaler to help me breathe.  I don't have the breath, or 
strength, to even call out to my wife, Elizabeth for help. 
 

Now I am laying here in a hospital bed, annoyed at my-
self for allowing this to happen to me, again.  I have been 
trying to stop smoking to be able to participate in a pro-
gram that will help me deal with my COPD. (Chronic Ob-
structive Pulmonary Disease)   Listen, I know and I have 
used all the excuses to pick up a cigarette and start 
smoking all over again.  But the difference this time is the 
realization that I have hit rock bottom, the wall or what 
ever you choose to call it. 
 

But a little more about that night.    I stood at the kitchen 
sink, afraid of passing out, trying to call out for Elizabeth. 
I found myself silently asking God, “Lord if I am going to 
die here, please don't allow me to look like one of those 
dead ugly stiffs on the CSI shows. Please make me look 
pleasant when she finds me."  
 

I attempted to faintly call out to her but knew she wouldn't 
hear me.  I looked for something to make some noise 
with - that would wake her.  A few inches from my hand 
was a fruit bowl that would make a wonderful loud crash-
ing sound as it hit the floor.  Oh, not a good idea Peter, I 
coherently thought to myself.  Elizabeth loves that bowl 
with the painted cherries.  Ah ha!!!! Neither of us likes 
that toaster, maybe I will drop the toaster.  Yeah, that will 
work.  However, I decided to work to control my breath-
ing and then was able to weakly call her 
name...Elizabeth.   She was in the kitchen in an instant 
and immediately knew I was in trouble.  She quickly 
dressed and appeared calm, which I knew was for my 
benefit.  We were almost at the front door as I reached 
for the keys to her car.  Her blue eyes locked onto my 
face and the message was loud and clear.  Don't touch 
those keys. You are not in control here.  "Get in the pas-
senger side and buckle up" resonated in my head without 
the slightest movement of her lips. 
 

"Control" is not just surrendering the keys to the car and 
buckling my seat belt but the overall surrender of our life 
to God. This is easy to say but something I have fought 
with when it came to turning my will over to God.  I am 
really afraid that I will actually change and become 
someone I don't recognize as myself.  That may not be 
such a bad idea in the long run; allowing God to take 
over.         
 

Now, the problem has always been that I like to be in 
control.  You can see what a great job I have done with 
that one.  We have all heard Father Bill teach us about 

handing over control to God.  I sit there, and I am nodding 
along with all the others in church agreeing that is exactly 
what I have to do.   I am going to surrender to God, just 
not right now. Oh I will, I will really; just want to keep con-
trol of a few things for a little while longer.  Well that has 
got to change I can't do this any longer.  I need God in 
control. I wouldn't feel that I have to defend myself all the 
time.  I would learn to trust that people aren't out to hurt 
me. I would have to learn to listen to what God is showing 
me.  Don't anticipate what I think He wants from me, but 
really wait to learn what His plan is for me.   I don't know if 
I can do this, I just know that I better let go now and say 
the words out loud. “I surrender myself over to you God.”  
God knows that I am sincerely ready to do this, right now 
not at some time in the future.  
 

I know if I could see Gods' face I bet He was giving me the 
same look that Elizabeth gave me when I reached for 
those keys.  Get serious Peter, the time is now to really 
surrender to God. Stop trying to make deals with Him.  
Thank you God, that you have been so patient with me.  
Oh and I better listen to what God wants me to do.  I have 
to keep in prayer with Him about decisions.    
 

I want it all; I want all the gifts that have been promised.  It 
came to me while talking about the gifts from the Holy Spi-
rit.  It is more than just asking, it is there in prayer.  Pray 
more, talk with God about what he wants me to do, then 
He will know that I am finally finished with the control is-
sue.   
 

I feel so good right now; God has been there beside me all 
these years waiting for me to surrender myself to Him.  
God has been so good to me, he found me a wife that 
shows me that she loves me everyday. I am in the best 
place I have ever been. I have a church family that loves 
and keeps me in their prayers. The Wednesday morning 
Bible study men's group is the highlight of the week for me. 
We get to discuss the bible, and how it is a constant learn-
ing experience.  I love reading the bible more than ever 
before.     
 

I have to stop writing; it is almost four in the morning.  The 
nurse came in to give me a breathing treatment. The man 
in the next bed has been complaining all night.  He has 
been directing his complaints against me.  He doesn't like 
that I am in the same room with him, why became clearer 
after a short time.  I have to tell you about what happened; 
but we’ll save that for another day…let’s just say he 
doesn't know how lucky he is that he isn't dealing with the 
old Peter.  Thank you, Jesus.  

 

Attention Kids of St. Georgeõs: 
 

We know that Sunday school is over until Se p-
te mber, but we hope that you will co ntinue to 
co ntribute with your offering env elopes.  Talk 
to your parents about what it means to tithe.  
And donõt forget your env elopes this weekend!  

J 


